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within the walls; and the Christian 
burial-ground and tomb of David on the 
unenclosed part of Mount Zion. 

For the view of the Mount of Olives, 
and this description, we are indebted to 
an interesting little annual, the Amuiet. 
The view is from a sketch made by Sir 
William Chatterton, Bart. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF A FEW 
GOOD THINGS FOR CHRIST- 
MAS FARE. 


( For the Mirror.) 
GRAPES 
Ane the fruit of the vine; which is ana- 
tive of most of the tem of 


wherever its fruit can be brought to per- 
fection. Its culture is sw to have 


3 
told, that Noah «t planted a vine 
and drank of the wine, and was 2 
In Great Britain, it. was cultivated in 
781, when Bede finished his History, 
one 


rian the largest bunches: the last is sup- 

to be the sort which the spies, sent 
y Moses to examine Canaan, cut down 
at the brook Echsol; “a branch with one 
cluster of and they bare it between 
two on a ” Strabo relates, that in 


du two>cubits, or a yard Jong: 

in some of ~ 0% ~ y 
weigh to pounds. = 
rian grape in this country has producsd 
b weighing 194 pounds. : The ce. 


Court, which was planted in the year 
1769, and allowed by all ners to 
urpass any in Europe, in one 
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RAISINS 


Are made from grapes, either by cutting 
the stalk of the bunch half through when 
the grapes are nearly ripe, and leaving 
them suspended on the vine. till their 
watery part is evaporated by the heat of 
the sun, whence they are called Raisins‘of 
the Sun ; or, by. gathering the fruit when 
fully ripe, and dipping it in a ley made 


of the ashes of the burnt tendrils ; after. 


which it is exposed to the heat of the sun, 
or to that of an oven, till dry : the former 


nada, in Spain, and Calabria, in Italy, 
are supposed to produce the best fruit of 
any part. ® 

CURRANTS 


Are a smaller kind ye arden yy on beg 
- ; 


principally from 
Tonia : they are gathered off the 


mans from the Greeks. We learn from 
Pliny, that the Romans were very curious 
in searching after the most “excellent 
wines; the distinction between many of 
them consisted in the place of their ma- 
nufacture ; as the Setiranum, Cacubum, 
Falernum, &c. &c., which were the most 


seen in ee In wine 
countries, w s are fully 
are and ime ‘sub 


separated from the seed; at 


Madeira, (and at Epernay. where the 
best Champagne ao the grapes are 
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remain on the vine, the stem of cach 
cluster being cat half through, the afflux 
of any fresh juice from the~plant is pre- 
vented, and the moisture exhaling the 
giape is nearly dried to a raisin. The 
sweet Hungarian and Spanish wines are 
made from grapes that have been thus 
half dried. The wine of Chio was made 


parts 
other ; the liquor becomes turbid, an in- 
testine motion is evident in it, .its tem- 


comes wine. It is then put into barrels, 
and in due time into bottles; in both of 
which kind of vessels the fermentation is 
continued, although in an imperceptible 
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fermentation, the nascent spirit acts 
them, and extracts the colouring mat- 
and thus 


age aBprred to remnsin.t8 ho suas g 
on } 
ter astringent property, 


gins. clowe =a Sergatiini Ports fori 


Wine was first made in England in 
1140. 


Various circumstances, aicli as climate, 
soil, and the modes of conducting the fer- 
mentation, modify the taste arid flavour 
of wines; the essential component parts 
of S are, however, the same. 

ine, when 5 and of a 
is cordial and =— but uy tow Oh 
flatulent, debilitating, and purgative, 
and intexicates sooner than old w: 
a dietetical point of view, the temperate 


and mind, ; emas 


clears, ciation, dropsy, and a long train of dis 
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ferent shades of colour which it has in 
commerce, arise 


RUM 


Is distilled from the juice of the sugar 
cane, molasses, the skimmings of the 

in the of sugar, &c. in the 
est . Indies ; pally at Jamaica, 
ntigua, and Barbadoes : the former be- 
accounted the finest. When a suffi- 
stock of 


is added, and they re fermented 


> 


Rg 
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in the common manner the wash 
is duly fermented, or to a due of 
pore co it. is distilled in the manner 

for brandy, and the spirit made 
proof; though sometimes it is made up 
to » much greater strength, nearly ap- 
proaching alcohol, and is then called 
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HOLLANDS. 
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tye, meal, &c. and twice 
over juniper berries. They pa 
em 


i 


? 
many send vessels to fetch it on pur- 
from the Meuse; but all woe the 
softest and clearest river water they can 


GIN, 


is an imitation of the Dutch spirit, and 
is made after the same manner ; to which, 


it is considered, when 
: be 
ee ee equally as whole. 
. WHISKEY — 
is distilled from. &c. fermented : 
it is simply the first ution, without 
any subsequent D OF 
Cravis. 
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CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS. 


Last year at this périod we devoted 2 
considerable portion of a number of the 
Mrrgop to an account of Christmas 
Customs and Recreations, and having 
had the pleasure to find that it was ac. 
ceptable to our readers, we pursue the 
same plan this season. For a general ac. 
count of the more usual customs observed 
at the anniversary of this festival we must 
refer to our former volumes, in which the 
subject will be found treated at great 
length, and — much interesting 
information.* A few particulars Te- 
main to be added, some of which, though 
rather antiquarian, are sufficiently curious 
to deserve a record in the pages of the 
Mirror. 

It wasanciently the custom in Yorkshire, 
- the Christmas holidays, > dance in the 
church, after ers, ing or sin; 
Vole, Yole, Vole” &e. 5 the Brae 4 
ing of Yorkshire, at Christmas Eve, at 


ht, they bring in 
pag tay doyle 


mas stool.” In several parts of Oxford- 
shire it is the custom for the maids to ask 
the men for ivy to dress the house ; and if 
the man denies or neglects to fetch in ivy, 
the maid steals away a pairof his 

and nails them up to the gate in the yard 
or highway. In the north riding of Y ork- 
shire, it is the custom for the parishioners 
after receiving the sacrament on Christ- 
mas day, to go from church directly to the 


his own hand; whence this treat was 
called The Kill-bull. It is still, we be- 
lieve, a custom at Queen’s College, Ox- 
of in wond) bron ght into the fall 
one w t into 
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Quinquatria. On the night of this eve 
candles of an uncommon size, called 
Christmas-candles, were lit up, and a log 
of wood, called a Yule-clog, or Christ- 
mas block, was laid upon the fire to illu. 
minate the as it were, turn 
night into day. One author finds it in 
the Cyclo Be diced Euripides; but it was 
probably pare tas ta dager og 
of the Midsummer made wii 
loors on account of the cold tr 
Furmety, common on this eve for break- 
fast an is absurdly derived b: 
Sn eal epee "sark. At Hamburg 
See ee per. In 
Isle of Man had a holiday towards 
evening, sat up all night, went to church 
at twelve, heard prayers, then hunted the 


wren, killed her, and next carry’ Fri - 
a bier to the charch, buried her wi 
and whimsical solemnity. There won a 


also other local singularities. 

‘¢ In Germany, on Christmas Eve,” (Mr. ri 
Aubrey gravely observes), “many sinfull sail 
things in some places are dun by young 

or men, é. g. & maggot washeth 
feet in a brazen bason, and ciavouite 
throwes out the water, and placeth it in 
any place, and hearknes to it, by this she 
will ow what manner of man the future 
husband will bee;-when she heareth 
scribbling, she taketh it, that he will be a 
scholar or scrivener; if she heares sew- 


vent Sundays, and at twelve o’clock at 
night before A ara ne doe lay the table 
cloth, and sett oe said meat, without 
laying on it any knyf,—then say, ‘Here 
I sit‘and would fain eat, if my sweetheart 
“oon eal aah dh anaes — 
upon a ghost in aman present 

bee with knife, and such a one her fu- 
ture husband will bee.—Aubrey MS. 
A. D. 1686.” 

Another 


fieape antielt aan ye will live the following 

yeare; but if any or more are mel 

down a little, take it that the same 

man or woman will dye for which it was 
” 


CHRISTMAS DAY. 


Tue Yule, or Christmas feast, is in fact 
the Mother-night, or feast of the winter 
solstice (from which the commencement 
of the year was dated); common to all the 
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Northern nations, and observed long be 

fore the introduction of Christianity. In 
the North, after service on Christmas day, 
they ran about crying Ule, Ule, Ule. 
Evergreens were stuck up, the laurel be- 
oe ee 
jo victory; according to 

Cc a relic of Druidism, that the 


These h were observed d war 
with high woe re even homicides 
and traitors ind and_ joy. 
The lords kept it oielly with the king ; 

and it was the season when the great gave 
new clothes to their domestics. Barons 
feasted the whole country, and a whole 
boar was sometimes (not merely the boar’s 

a —— with rosemary, and an 


hly gilded, by way of brawn. Ships 
sailed col with the foremast, in honour 
om. 
In 7 Gongs translation of 
anny 8, is the following account of 
the incipient customs at this season :— 


“Then comes the day wherein the Lorde did 

bring his birth to passe, 

Whereas at midnight up they rise, and et 
man to masse. 

This time so holy counted viding share 
earnestly 

Do think the waters all to wine are chaanged 
sodainly ; 

In tbat same houre, that Christ himself was 
borne, and came to light, 

And into water streight againe transformde 

and altered quight. ‘ 

There are beside that mindfully the ern 
still do watch, 

That first to aultar commes, which then they 


oft the same away, 

Whereby they thinke throughout the yeare to 
have good lucke in play, 

And not to lose : then straight et game till day. 
light. do they strive, 

To make some present proofe how well their 
hallowde pence will thrive. 

Three masses every priest doth sing upon that 
solemne day, 

With offrings unto every one, that so the more 
may play. 

This done, a wooden childe in clowtes is on 
the aultar set, 

About the which both boyes and girls do 
daunce and trymly jet ; : 

And carrols sing in prayse of Christ, and, for 
to helpe them heare, 

The — @unswere every verse with sweele 

cheare. 

= een do rore aloude; and rounde 
about the parentes stande 

To see the sporte and with their voyce do helpe 
them and their hag.” 
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‘CHRISTMAS SPORTS. 


aid sports of al Linda’ For das pepose 
‘or the 
of conducting these amusements there was 
inted a of Misrule, or Master of 
e Revels, who was sometimes crowned, 
and attended with all the paraphernalia of 
royalty during the twelve days. He was 
also called Christmas Prince, or King, 
the Abbot of Unreason, in Scotland, &e. 
the title being taken from the Abbot of 
Foels, in the feast so called ; both cus- 
toms being derived from the Saturnalia. 
A rome y, as of te and the 
King Egypt, was usu acted b 
mummers about this time. in the month 
usual, the chief aim was the oddit 
exhibitions of gorgeous machinery. They 
who could od wr masks, blackencd 
or painted faces. The chief per- 
formers in 9 resin and plays were 
according to Burney, the gentlemen and 
children of choirs rg he t interludes 
were also usual in the Inns of Courts, as 
were revels and dances, during the twelve 
days, before and after supper. The mas- 
ter of the revels was to sing a carol, or 
song, after dinner and supper, and order 
others to sing who were able. So early as 
1509, Puritanism began to object to > a 
“sports of our ancestors. 


CHRISTMAS FARE. 
Tam Showing is § ry of the bill of 


Restaurateur, who dresses six hun- 
dred ways; yet ‘it. is infinitely more sub. 
stantial, presents such a collection of 
viands as are not to be found in a Paris. 
ian larder. The Bush Inn at the time 
was kept by a Mr. John Weeks :— 


* cHRIsTMas, 1789. 
Turtle 
British Turtle 
Giblet Soup 
Peas Soup 
Gravy. Soup 


god, 


29 Partridges 
90 Wild Ducks 
4 Wiid Gecse 


2 Mews 


67 Sni 
8 Wild tTorkies 


Oysters, sowed Sod Seclloped 


15 Hogs’ Pudd 
Soorch Callope” 
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BEEF, 
7 Rumps 1 Sirloin 5 Ribs 
MUTTON, 
14 Haunches 8 Necks 4 Legs 
ORK, 
4 Loins 1 Leg 2 Chines 
2 Spare-Ribs 
cOLD, 
Baron of Beef, 2 cwt. 3 qrs. 7 Ib. 
3 Hams 4 Tongues 
6 Chickens 11 Collars Brawn 


2 Rounds Beef 
Collard Veal and Mutton 
Collard Eels —_ Harts’ Tongues 
French Pies 


469 Minced Pies 10 Tarts 
211 Jellies 200 Cray Fish 
Pickled Salon 7 Crabs 


Sturgeon Pickled Oysters 
Potted Partridge 
Potted Pigeons 
24 Lobsters 
44 Barrels Pyfleet and Colchester 
Oysters,” 





CHRISTMAS AMUSEMENTS. 


TO MAKE TWO OVALS OUT OF A 
CIRCLE. 


Take a circular piece of paper or paste- 
board, and draw on it another circle from 
the same centre, but only half the diame- 
ter ; divide both circles into four cqual 
parts, place two: of the larger segments 
together; and twd-of the quadrants of the 
inner circle placed: one at each end will 
complete the oval. The other two seg- 
ments and quadrants will of course make 
a similar oval, and- if-they are neatly cut 
they will be very correct. 


TO TELL ODDS AND EVENS. 


A person having an evetl number of 
counters in one hand, and an odd number 
in the other, to tell in which hand. the 
counter is. Let the person multiply the 
number in his right-hand by an odd num- 
ber, and the number in his left-hand by 
an even number, and tell you if the sum 
of the products added together be odd or 
even. If it be even, the even number is 
in the right-hand ; but if it be odd, the 
even number is in the left-hand. 


TO TELL AT WHAT HOUR A PERSON 
INTENDS TO RISE. 


LET the person set the hand of the dial 
of a watch to any hour he pleases, and tel? 

ou what hour that is ; and to the num- 
ber of that hour you add in your mind 
12; then tell him to count privately the 
number of that amount upon the dial, 
beginning with the next hour to that on 
which he proposes to rise, and counting 


backwards, first reckoning the number of 
the hour at which he has placed the hand ; 
for example :— ° 

Suppose the hour at which he intends 
to rise be 8, and that he has placed the 
hand at 5; you will add 12 to 5, and tell 
him to count 17 on the dial, first reckon- 
ing 5, the hour at which the index stands, 
and counting backwards from the hour at 
which he intends to rise ; and the number 
17 will necessarily end at 8, which shows 
that to be the hour he chose. dd 


RIDDLES, CHARADES, CONUNDRU MS. 
Riddles. 
1. 
Desiin’d by fate to guard the crown, 
Aloft in air I reign, 
Above the monarch’s haughty frown, 
Of stateman’s plotting brain. 
In hostile fields, when danger’s near, 
I’m found amidst alarms ; 
In crowds where peaceful beaux appear, 
. I instant fly to arms. 
2. 
* Sixteen adjectives, twenty-four pro- 
nouns, a disappointed lobster, an oyster in 
love, and: nineteen radicals, may: all: be 
expressed in one common liquid. 


i 


3. 

Since Diogenes’ time I’m’ the least habi- 

tation, , 
hat e’er was contriv’d in a civilized na. 

tion ; 

So far and so wide sure no mortal e’ep 
strolls, 

For I. visit all places between the two 
poles. 


4. - 

I counterfeit all bodies, yet have nore ; 

Bodies have shadows, shadows give me 
one ; 

Lov’d for another’s sake, that person yet 

Is my chief enemy, whene’er we meet, 

Thinks me tco old, though blest with 
endless youth ; 

And, like a monarch, hates me speaking 
truth. 

5. 
Something—nothting—as you use me ; 
Small or bulky, as you choose me ; 
Short-liv’d child of grief and pain, 

Live for a moment—die again. 
Eternity I bring to view, 

The sun, and all the planets too: 
The moon and I may disagree, . 
But all the world resembles me. 


Charades. 


1. 
My first is either good or bad, 
May please or may offend you ; 
My second in a thirsty mood, 
Can very much befriend you. 
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My whole, though called a cruel word, 
a often deem’d a kind one ; 
With smiles it sometimes may be heard, 
With tears, at others, blind one. 
2. 
My first a blessing sent to earth, 
Of plants and flowers to aid the birth ; 
My second surely was design’d 
To hurl destruction on mankind : 
My wholeapledge from pardoning heaven, 
Of: wrath appeas’d and crimes forgiven. 


. 3 
My first brave Nelson yielded, ‘midst the 


jar 
Of angry battle, and the din of war; 
My second, when from labour we retreat, 
Far from polite, yet offers us a seat : 
My whole is but nty second more com- 
plete. 
4. 

Where you place your child is my first 
—what you make your child is my se- 
cond..and a court ornament is my whole. 

Conundrums. 

1. Why are hay and straw like specta- 
cles? > 

2. Why is a poker in the grate like a 
king’s counsel ? 

3. Why is a handsome. woman like 
bread ? 

4. What is the difference between twice 
eight-and-twenty, and.twice twenty-cight ? 

5. What is that which when brought 
to table is cut, but never eaten ? 

6. Why is the letter F like Paris ? 


THE TWELFTH CAKE. 
(For the Mirror.) 


Twertn day! ever gladly thy night shall be 
greeted ! 
And each noble heart of its pleasures partake ; 
Like friends truly prized, shall thy presence be 
treated, 
And health, love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake. 


When the world-beams of light, like the sun, 
sets in glory, 
And the offspring of mirth meet for harmony's 


sake, 
Then the call shall prevail for the song and the 


story, 
And health, love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake, 


When the sous of content round the fire-side 
mingle, 


And the votarics of glee, to their rites, are 
awake ; 
Then the toast shall go round to the married and 
single, 
And health, love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake. - 





THE MIRROR. 


When the lot shall be drawn, for the laugh to be 
hearty, ; 
Not a frown nor a murmur, good humour must 
shake ; 
Whether dish-clout or queen, must be hail'd by 
the party, 
And health, love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake. 


Then, push round the glass to the Twe(fth- 
Night's employment, 
And push round the jest for festivity’s sake ; 
Social mirth shall prevail for the bosom’s enjoy- 
ment, 
And bealth, love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake. 
Hail, England! fair isle, where beauty’sstar 
lazes ! 4 
And Twelfth-Night is welcom'd for liberty's 
sake, ‘ 
May thy king, like bis glory, be Jaurell’d with 


praises, 
And health, ‘love, and joy, give a zest to the 
cake. 


Urorra. 





LOVE'S DELUSIVE DREAM. 


Mourn not that love's delusive beam 

Ne’er glanced on thee its halo brightness ; 
For ah! ‘tis but a fairy dream, 

A fleeting spell of rainbow lightness. 


'Tis better few tostard alone, 
By no fond link of life united, 

Than live to view those ties thine own, 
And then by death or falsehood blighted. 


Of all the sunny hopes sent hither, 
Our path of destiny to cheer, 
How many in their spring time wither, 
And ob! bow few that are sincere. 
F.R.0. 





THE VESPER’S BELL. 
WHuen shall we meet, my Rosa, say, 
T have a lover's tale to tell, 
“Oh! we will meet when falling slow 
“ The sound of evening vesper’s bell. 


Why wait till eve, my Rosa, say, 
Oh! I'l! not say you know too well, 
I love to wander with thee love 
When sounds the evening vesper’s bell. 
Ngp* +74 





THE JOURNAL OF A TEMPLAR. 
(To the Editor of the Mirror. ) 


S1r,—According to desire, I beg to trans- 
mit to your inspection The Journal of a 
Temp!ar. 
“Ready to go anywhere, with any one, to do 
anything.” 
Lord—I forget who. 

Sunday, June 25th. Rose at eleven— 
out of tooth-powder, and must send for 
Deleroix—ate a light breakfast—dried 
salmon broiled too hard, first time the 
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cook displeased me, shall therefore look 
out for another. 

Twelve es John Bull till 
one—very opiniative supercilious— 
don’t eppvort, and must let him know of 
it t next Sunday. 


wo o’clock.—Took a slight luncheon _ hi 


—appetite very bad—could only eat the 

leg and vane of a black cock—took a 

glass of Madeira, ditto of Noyeau—no 

SS full and hard, must send for 
or 


Three my horse. 

Fouro’clock.—- Rode out—weather hazy, 
and horse skittish ; by the bye, very in- 
convenient in the Park—must get a mar- 
tingale—turning round to take a full view 
of * Achilles,” horse backed against the 
Marquis of ———; obliged to apologize, 
Miss Prettyman looking on; pretended 
not to see her, and overheard some ladies 
disputing what would do best to improve 
the ap ce of the statue; one re- 
marked, “‘ we should not be ashamed of 
Nature’s operations”—put that down in 
my note book, also that the author had 
black eyes. 

Six o’clock.— Looked at my watch. 

Seven o’clock.—Cantered home. 

Eight o’clock.—Dressed to dine at Lady 
W.’s, met the divine Miss L. B., said a 
few soft things, and observed she looked 
hard at the decanter—hoped to have the 
—_ of a little wine with her—got in 

for a tit bit of hoo rey at en 
a very joke, but idn’t take— 
esplained—corpan looked queef, and 
Miss turned to address the Colonel— 
couldn’t guess the meaning of it ; was af- 
terwards told it bore a strong resemblance 
toa faux pas of a present patty—blank 
ne 


WS. 

Eleven o’clock.—Dinner being ‘over, 
made an awkward apology for retiring, 
which was as courteously accepted, and 
took a coach home to my chambers— 
Doctor Jalap been waiting two hours, 
sorry to hear I was ill, felt my pulse, like 
a horse’s hoof, looked at my tongue, re- 
commended care, shook his spin and 
prescribed an antidote—paid him his fee, 
the knave smiled ; strong idea he was 
grinnipg in his sleeve, and shall employ 

orpeon Positive in future. 
welve o’clock.— Went to: bed—ano- 
ther complaint st my laundress— 
bolster not shook enou h—didn’t fall 
asleep for half an hour—N. B. tied a knot 
in my pocket handkerchief that I might 
not forget it. 

Monday, June 26th.—W oke at nine— 

feverish—sent for Surgeon P.— 
bleeding recommended with antifebrile 
administrations—arm tied up, and all in 
readiness—at this crisis, received a letter 


428 - 
from Jack Randall, announcing his benefit 
at twelve—wouldn’t lose it for all the 
world—jumped up, damn’d the 


im. 

Eleven o’clock.—Chocolate not quite 

milled enough, milk rather turn 

ly incensed ; shall not deal with the same 

man second time he has offended 

me—N. B. to try the new milk company. 
Twelve o’clock.—Cut the leaves of 

‘ Coke py wt Littleton,” sent last year as 

& present my grandfather. 

One o’clock.—Started for the Fives 


above noticing him; y thought !— 
coming out found my seleel haridkerchief 


gone. 

Two yin mee into a pastry. 
cook’s ; ice gave me the tooth-ache—took 
a little mulligatawney, and recommend it 
as a remedy. 

Four o’clock.— Walking in the A 
met Lady W. with Miss B., con 
they — though they looked another 
way—shall not there again—left 
card at the Countess of A.’s. f 3 

Six o’clock. - Returned home, found a 
billet dour from Sir L. O. F., recom. 


i 
F 


Eight o’clock.—Surgeon Positive rap- 
at the outer door, k pnt 


N. B. footman wants new buskins. 
Nine o’clock.— Will Careless called in, 
and we adjourned to “ Silver Hell” —came 
off flush fifteen guineas at fives—won’t 
at threes again—sure to wey 

4 the little Haymarket. Act. 
scene 2, Madame Vestris’s fetters fell off 
in Macheath, and Liston slipped down in 


the Farce, to the great dis t of 
his inex pressibles—never Naughed more 
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heartily in all my life—met a friend, with ally.come ; and * merry England”-is, fur 
oe J sibas a Tittle while, no longerja phrase of 


t. 
Tuesday.—Arrived home at three in 
the morning—finding myself low, took a 
glass of brandy—wonder what weighs so 
avy on me, ascribe it to the unusual 
custom of black bohea—recollect my ap- 
pointment at five—give orders to prepare 
my Mantons, snuff my candle set down to 
write the above, and determined, by some 
means, to make myself immortal, send it 
to Will Careless, for insertion in that 
highly fashionable periodical, 
“ THe Mirror.” 
P.S. As you will be desirous of hear- 
ing the event of that morning, I may add, 
that having received a bullet (in the fascia 
cnpedieiale, inst which, as a first. 
rate but eccentric Leech observed, a bul- 
let having struck, might by its strong 
tendinous sheath, be warded off, and by 
the action of the muscles pass round the 
body and come out at the point it entered. 
N_B. within the bounds of possibility, 
but not of probability—mercy on us t) be 
has resolved to disavow his former course 
of living, and I have no doubt, should it 
be desirable, but he will hereafter favour 
Se ee of his “ refor- 
ma‘ 


Your obedient servant, 
WILL. CaRELBss alias C. I. S. 


She Selector; 


: OE, 
CHOICE EXTRACTS FROM 
NEW WORKS. 





DECEMBER IN LONDON. 


Ir there is no denying that the country is 
at its worst during this much abused 
month, it must be conceded, in return, that 
London is at its best ; for at what other 
time ia it so difficult and disagreeable to 
get along the streets ? and when are they 
80 med with the peculiar odour of 

leir own mud, and their atmosphere 
#0 rich in the various “ choice compounds” 
with which it always abounds ? 

But even these are far from being the 
prime merits of the metropolis, at this 
season of its best saturnalia. The little 
boys from school have again taken undis- 
puted possession of all its pleasant places ; 
and ‘the loud laughter of unchecked joy 
once more explodes on from whence, 
with these exceptions, it has long since 
‘been exploded. In’ short, Christmas, 


which has been “ coming” all the ycar 
(like a waiter at an inn), is at last actu. 





mockery and scorn. 

The truth is, we English have fewer 

faults than any other ple on earth ; 
and even among those which we have, our 
worst enemies will not impute to us an 
idle and insane levity of deportment. We 
still for the most part, as we did five 
hundred years ago, nous amusons triste- 
ment, selon l’usage de notre pays. We 
dco our pleasures, as we do our duties, 
with grave faces and solemn airs, and 
disport ourselves in a manner becoming 
our notions of the dignity of human na- 
ture. We feel at the theatre as if it were 
a church, and consequently at church as 
if it weze a theatre. Our processions to 
a rout move at the same rate as those to a 
funeral, and there are, in proportion, as 
many sincere mourners at the former as 
the latter. We dance on the same prin- 
ciple as that on which our soldiers do the 
manual exercise ; there is as much 
and as little) of impulse in the one as 
the other. And we fight on the same 
principle as we dance ; namely, because 
circumstances require it of us. 

All this is true of us under ordinary 
circumstances. But the arrival of Christ- 
mas-time is no? an ordinary circums ’ 
and therefore now it is none of st, 
We are merry-makers once more, and feel 
that we can now afford to play the fool 
for a week, since we have so religiously 
persisted in Playing the philosopher dur- 
ing all the rest of the year. it ex- 
pressly understood, however, by all those 
*¢ surrounding nations” who may happen 
to meet with this candid confession of our 
weakness in the above particular, that we 
a to a it a ines) 
of our children alone. They ings! 
being on pe 06 80 Bee ravens Aly 
“ years of discretion,” cannot be supposed 
to have achieved the enviable discovery, 
that happiness is a thing utterly beneath 
Selig," hecmblighe: Aber baer ae me, 

ing. , they know no me- 
dium between oa AP aad misery ; and 
when they are not enjoying the one, they 
are suffering the other. 

But that English parents, generally 
speaking, love their children bette? than 

emselves, is another national merit 
which I must claim for them. The con- 
pi. gar of this is natural and necessary, 
and brings us safelyround to the point 
from which we started; an English fa- 
ther and mother, rather than their off. 
spring should not be happy at Christmas- 
time, will consent to be happy at that 
time themselves! It does not_last long ; 
and. surely a week or so spent in a state 
of foolish felicity may hope te be expiated 
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by a whole year of unimpeachable indif- 
ference ! This, then, is the secret of the 
Christmas holiday-making, among the 
“better sort” of English families,—as 
pe ge pleased somewhat invidiously to 
themselves. 
- Now, then (to resume our details), “the 
raven down” of metropolitan darkness is 
“ smoothed” every midnight “ till it 
smiles,” by that pleasant relic of past 
times, “‘ the waits ;” which wake us wi 
their low wild music mingling with the 
ceaseless sealike sound of the streets ; or 
(still better) lull us to sleep with the 
same ; or (best of all) make us dream of 
wusic all night, without waking us at all. 
Now, too, the bellman plies his more 
profitable but less pleasant parallel with 
the above ; niffitly urging his “ masters 
and mistresses” to the practice of every 
virtue under heaven, and in his own mind 
——- including them all in the 
ious act of adding an extra sixpence to 
is-accustomed stipend. 
yon during the first week, = » no 
tres g begun to prepare “ the gran 
Christmas pantomime, which has been in 
active preparation all the summer,” the 
carpenter for the time being, among other 
ingenious changes which he contemplates, 
looks forward with the most lively satis- 
faction to that which is to me hose 
him (in the play-bills at least) into a ma- 
chinist ;” while, pending the said prepa- 
rations, even the * Stars” of the company 
are “shorn of their beams” (at least in 
making their transit through that part of 
} gs hemi we vue is included eet 
“the scenes), things give way be- 
fore the a of that monstrous 
of “ inexplicable dumb show and noise,” 
which is to delight the galleries and dress- 
circle, and horrify the more genteel por- 
tion of the audience, for the next nine 
weeks, 
- Finally, now occur, just before Christ- 
mas, those exhibitions which are peculiar 
to England in the nineteenth century ; I 
mean the prize-cattle shows. “ Extremes 
meet ;” and accordingly, one of the inest 
unequivocal evidences we have to offer, of 
the surpassing refinement of the age in 
which we live, consists in these displays 
of the most surpassing grossness. The 
beauty of these unhappy victims 
of their own appetites acting with a view 
to ours, consists in their being unable to 
perform a single function of their nature, 
or enjoy a single moment of their lives; 
and value of the meat that they make 
is in exact proportion to the degree in 
which it is unfit to be eaten. 
« "To describe the joys and j 
attendant on Christmas, is ¢ my con- 
fined limits would counsel me not to at- 





viind 


tempt, even if they were describable mat< 
ters. But, in fact, there is nothing which 
affords such truly “lenten entertainment” 
= = at ne the Barme- 
ide’s dishes were fattening by comparison 
with it. Mirror of the Months. 





LACONICS. 


TuHE following morceauz are extracted 
from the first part of an elegant and in- 
teresting little work, just published, en- 
titled ** Laconics; or, the Best Words 
of the Best Authors :”— 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar 
with fine sense, is like attempting tohew 
blocks with a razor.— Pope. 

The age of chivalry is gone, and one of 
calculators and economists has succeeded. 
— Burke. 

There is none made so great, but he 
may both need the help and service, and 
stand in fear of the power and unkindness, 
even of the meanest of mortals.— Seneca. 

Old friends are best. King James 
used to call for his old shoes; they were 
easiest for his feet.— Selden. 

You cannot s 


In the bottle, discontent seeks for com- 
fort, cowardice for courage, and bashful. 
ness for fA Tah 

Shakspeare was the man who, of all 
modern and perhaps ancient poets, had 
the largest and most comprehensive soul. 
All the images of nature were still pre. 
sent to him, and he drew them not labo- 
riously, but luckily ; when he describes 
an , you more than see it, you feel 
it too. jose who accuse him to have 
wanted learning, give him the 
commendation ; he was naturally ed ; 
he needed not the spectacles of books to 
read nature; he looked inwards, and 
found her there.— Dryden. 
~ He that calls a man ungrateful, sums 
up all the evil that a man can be guilty 

-— Swift. - 

All smatt’rers ere more brisk and pert 

Than those that understand an art; 

As litde sparkles shine more bright 

Than glowing eoals that give them 

light. Butler. 

I look upon indolence as a sort of sui- 
cide ; fer the man is efficiently destreyed, 
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though the appetite of the brute may. 
survive.—C 


Fortune is ever seen accompanying in- 
& , and is as often trundling in a 
barrow as lolling in a coach and six. 





THE ITALIAN BOAT-SONG. 


Tue moon shines bright, 
Aud the bark bounds light, 
As the stag bounds over the lea ; 
‘We love the strife 
Of the sailor's life, 
And we love our dark blue s¢a. 


Now high, now low, 
To the depths we go, 
Now rise on the surge again ; 
We make a track 
Oer the ocean's back, 
Aud play with his hoary mane. 


Fearless we face 
The storm in its chase, 
When the dark clouds fly before it; 
And meet the shock 
Of the fierce siroc, 
Though death breathes hotly o'er it. 


_The landsman may quail 
At the shout of the gale, 
Peril’s the sailor's joy ; 
Wild as the waves 
Which his vessel braves, 
Is the lot of the sailor boy. 
Bulwer’s Autumn in Greece. 


a 
THE PRAISE OF LITTLE WOMEN. 

1 wisu to make my preaching short, as all good 
things should be, 

For I was always fond, I own, of a short ho- 


mily; 
Of little women, and in courts of law a most 


brief plea ; 
Little well said, makes wise, as sap most fructi- 
fies the tree. 


His head who Inughs and chatters much, the 
.- moon I’m sure must sway ; 
s< 5 * a little woman love—nor little let me 


Some very tall there are, but I prefer the Ittle— 


they'd both repent the change, 
and quarrel night and day. 


Love prayed me to speak well of all the little 
nes—the 


oO zest 

Théy give, their noble qualities, and charms — 
Ill do my best; 

I will speak of the little ones, but don’t think 
I'm in jest ; 

That they are cold as snow, and warm as fire, is 
manifest. 


They’re cold abroad, yet warm in love; shy 
creatures in the street ; 

Good-netured, laughing, witty, gay, and in tbe 
house discreet— 
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Well-doing, — “gentle, kind, and many 


things more 

You" se cams EE thoughts,—yes, 
many I repeat. 

Within a little compass oft great splendour 
strikes the eyes, 

In a small piece of sugar-cane a deal of sweet- 
ness lies ; 

So to a little woman’s face a thousand graces 
rise, 


os 
And large and sweet's her love; a word's suffl- 
cient for the wise. 


The pepper-corn is small, but yet, the more the 
grain you grind, 
The more it warms and comforts ; 0, were I to 


speak ny mind, 

A little woman, if (all love) she studies to be 
hind, 

There's not in all the world a bliss you'll fail in 
her to find. 


As in a little rose resides great colour, as the 
bell . 

Of the small lily yields great and most delightful 
smell 

Asina very little gold exists a precious spell, 

Within a little woman so exceeding Gentes 
dwell. 


hy Apel spies widen eth Qaeda 
outshine ¢ 


For lustre, colour, virtues, price, most 
dren of the mine, . 

In little women so worth, grace, bloom, radi- 
ancy divine, é 

Wit, beauty, loyalty, and love, transcendently 
combine. 


chil- 


Little’s the lark, the nightingale is little, yet 


they 

Sweeter than birds of greater size and more re- 
splendent wing ; 

So little women better are, by the same oie, 

- they bring 

A love more sweet than sugar-plams or prim- 
roses of spring. 

The goldfinch and Canary-bird, all finches and 
all pies, 

Sing, scream, or chatter passing well,—there's 
quaintness in their cries ; 

The brilliant little paroquet says things ex- 
tremely wise ; 

Just such a little woman is, when she sweet 
* love outsighs, 


There's nothing that with her should be com- 
pared—'tis profanation ;— 

a ca @ smiling conso- 

Al ana pleasure, of all joys a sparkling 
constellation : 

In fact—she’s better in the proof than in ths 
salutation ! id 


Small“women do no harm, kind things, though 
they may sometimes call 

Us angry names, hard to digest: men wise as 
was Saint Paul, 

Say of two evils choose the least,—by this rule 
it must fall, ~ 

The least dear woman you can find will be the 


Dent sm 
Times Telescope. 
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THE MANNER OF WATCHMEN INTIMAT- 
ING THE HOUR, AT HERRNHUTH, IN 
GERMANY. 

VIII. Past eight o'clock! O, Herrnhuth, do 

thou ponder ; 
Eight souls in Noah's ark were living 
yonder. 
IX. ‘Tis nine o’clock! ye brethren, hear it 


striking ; 
Keep hearts and houses clean, to our Sa- 
viour’s liking. 
X. Now, brethren, hear, the clock is ten and 
None rest but such as wait for Christ em- 


bracing. 
XI. Eleven is past! still at this hour eleven, 
The Lord is calling us from earth to 
beaven. 
XII. Ye brethren, hear, the midnight clock is 
humming ; 
At midnight our great bridegroom will be 
I. Past one o'clock ; the day breaks out of 
darkness : 
Great morning-star appear, and break 
our hardness. 

II, ‘Tis two! on Jesus wait this silent season, 
Ye two so vear related, will and reason. 
III. The, clock is three! the blessed Three 

* doth merit 
The best of praise, from body, soul, and 
spirit. 
IV. ‘Tis feur o'clock, when three make sup- 
plication, 
The Lord will be the fourth on that occa- 
sion. 
V. Five is the clock! five virgins were dis- 
carded, 
When five with wedding garments were 
arded. 


; rew 
VI. The clock is six, and I go off my station ; 
Now, brethren, watch yourselves for 


salvation. 
Brady's Varieties of Literature. 
JaCK KETCH. 


amongst other gives the fol- 
lowing one :—“ Resolved, that a day of 
solemn fasting be; and, aay 
Se Xe vered. 
from iat Eclat 
cised Philistine.” His _predecessor’s 
name from the 


both fear his fate from the Gregorian tree :” 
yg a called The Parliament 
1642, mention is made of him : 
© What would yeu say to see them fall 
With both tieir honses vile, 


Recauge they have deceived us all, 
Now, Gregory they'll beguile '”. 


+ 
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Cotton, in Virgil 
1670, b. 4. p. 124; 


And, ’ere a cat could lick her ear, 
Had tied it up, with as much art 
As Dun himself could do for his heart.” 


« For you yourself to act "Squire Dun— 
Such ignominy ne'er saw the sun ;” 


but before he had printed off his poem, 
Jack Ketch was in office : 


« Till Ketch observing he was chous'd, 
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have given, have cherished, and which 
of all things are most dear ?” He bowed, 
Geclined the offer, and gave up his life ; 
but this noble reply ought to have pleaded 
his pardon. It was then made to the 
eldest. son, who trembling: answered, 
% Though life is the most valuable of all 


or even. myself, should I be left the only 


his own ju 
himself. He performed the fatal work 


void was he of feeling for that 
herejoiced at a murder, because it brought 
him the of.a 


he was the only man in court who could 
hear with @ sentence of death. 
The bodies of the executed were his per- 
quisite: signs of life have been.known to 
retuzn after the execution, in which case 
he. prevented the growing existence by 
violence.—Loving none, and beloved by 
a ing man, 

in the 


—lbid. 
OPHELIA ON THE STAGE AND aT 
HOME. 

Ouvn hero applied’ his hand to the 
knocker, and insinuated what msy be 
ternied. a true-lover’s 


“A name, what's in a name, 
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A rose by any other name would sinellas sweet.» lead 





her mother armed, the one with a 
poker, the other with a frying-pan ; by 


their side was a ug-dog, friske 
and belligerent, ani to te ight in the 
distance, flanked by a coal-sku: 





_ BURMESE CRUELTY. 


THE viceroy of Rangoon, Place tak 
daring the present war spaisiat the Bur. 
m Sey Git hes amie ty, of which 








@ en OO =e me me Sw mlm Ae ot ue et 


-Oonmos’® COM SOS mm Ss wR A 


| 








YUM 


THE MIRROR 


eriminals, and this is as a punishment 
for even trifling offences. 





THE DEVIL AND THE LAW. 
YERS. 


Ir is the general received opinion that 
there is a certain intimacy always carried 
on between the inhabitants ot Inns of 
Court, and his Satanic majesty. When 
the various volunteer corps were formed, 
each was distinguished by some appro- 
priate appellation—the residents in one 
pariah were called the St. James’s—of 
another parish, the St. Pancras’—and in 
various places were raised the queen’s 
own t—the duke of Cumber- 
land’s own regiment, and so on ad injini- 
tum. Shortly after up the * Tem. 
ple corps,” when modest title they 
assumed, not pleasing the public, 
be immediately received from them arr 
tion by which they are universally 
viz. “ The devil's own regiment.” 
How this is, the following anecdote will 
explain. 


THE LAWYER’S PATRON. 


Saint Evona, a lawyer of Biritain, 
went to Rome, to entreat the pope to 
give the lawyers a patron ; the pope re- 
plied, that he knew of no saint not dis- 
— of to some other profession.— His. 
oliness however, to saint 

he should go round the 
church of San Giovanni di Laterano 
blindfold, and after sa’ a certain num- 
ber of Ave Marias, the saint he laid 
hold of should be his patron. This the 


old lawyer undertook, and at the 
La his Ave Marias, stopped at the 
altar of saint Michael, where he laid 


ing out, ‘ This is our saint, let lim be 
our patron !” 





THE BOAR’S HEAD, CHEAPSIDE. 
“ Prince fag | me to-morrow 
ight in Eastcheap, there I'll sup.” 
= Hen. IV. First Part. 
“ P. Henry.—Is your master now in 
London > 


P. WV 
did Boar feed in the old frank ? , 
Bordoiph— At the old place, my lord, 
a Hen. 1V..Second Part. 
Alas! for the poor Boar’s Head, which 
once could boast such visitors, and which 
immortalized, 


Shakespeare has as the ren- 
of the facetious Falstaff, his 


] 


* And bravely dying to, 


ast 
Royal Hal, and their: ragamuffin asso. 


Was Hal to rise from his grave, he 
would blush for his favourite Baar's 
Head ; the blood would perhaps be sunt- 
moned up to Sir John’s le $ 
nay, even the brassy cheelis of h 
might be invested with a crimson, as deep 
as that with which his nose was y 
illumed, on seeing the tavern they once 
loved so well, in its now comparatively 
obscure situation. A Boar’s Head, carved 
in stone, still ornaments’ the front of. 


and structure are both modern, and to 
make matters still worse, for: antiquarian 
the when I saw them, 

been newly brightened with othre, 

and the grim Boar,’ the general 
improvement, had been Waterleo 
blue, with rosy of red, and teeth that 
would have done to any dentrifice 





“{ am but a Gatherer and disposer of other 
"aoe Watton. ; 


INSCRIPTION 
To the memory of General Wolfe, slain: 
in the service of his country at. Quebee,. 
in North America. ot 
Ir nobly fighting ima nation’s cause, 
dy ite laws ; 
If great exertion, honesty rt. 
And all the zeal trae courage can impart: 
If these can make the Taureate here eine, 
bees to were thine; Pre-eminently 
e. R 
Too early lost—yet glory crown’d thy 
And fame grows hoarse, unequal to thy’ 
But, oh ! thy death, illustrious chief, de. 


stroys « 
The sudden burst of ‘universal joys. 
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patriot in pity drops a tear 
ies > ey that was bought 


Bled f his king d 
for his ki and vanquish'd 
tho’ he died.” . 





POSTURE MASTERS. 


probably exceeds’ all “his predecessors in 
the science of contortion ; but that similar 
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barrel) gun, the general with a rifle— 
American Paper. - 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

On Saturday next, Two Numbers of the Minrog 
will be published ; one will contain the Title 
and Index to the Volume, and will be embellish. 
ed with a portrait of Captaiu Parry, the cele- 
brated navigator, engraved on steel, with an 
account of his last voyage. The other Number 
wilt contain the Spirit of the New Year's and 
Christmas Gifts for 182¢, with au appropriate 
engraving. 

The First Number of a New Volume of the 
Miragor will be published on the 6th of January, 
when we hope to receive a considerable addition 
to the very liberal support with which the 
Mrmnor has been honoured by the public. 

Notes of an Itinerant, Chapter I. shall appear 
in the first number of our new volqme, to be 
published on the 6th of January. _. 

_ The Visit toa Coal Pit, and B. on Matrimony 
and Celibacy, in an early number. 

The Essays of J. M. though possessing consi- 
derabie merit are of too grave a character for us. 

The Lines.on a worthy City Raronet are not 
worth mending by the addition of Johannes. 

J.°S. W's article on Vines, is partly antici- 
pated in our'présenht'number. ~~ 


} though their number will prevent 
us giving them a place very early :— 
Mr. Trefusis’s Journal of aTemplar. 


: Alpheus. Mr. . 
A Glance.at ‘Windermere. . W: X. 0m Napoleon 


Bonaparte.. Epitaph for a Country School 

Mistress. J. S. W. A.W. Ned#**. C. P. 

X. Y. Timothens. 8. G. ‘R. M. .Gulielmus 
Kensington : ing 


~ ‘We eatmot decide on the Talo ‘of -E. P. K. by 
the small portion of it sent. ; 


"Punch on the snbject of bis lester, 


. The Epitaph on Peg is indeticate. 
W. V. H, may expect to see himself in the 


pe ee” Seria Paria ate 
. “We refer Stephen to ‘* Hulbert’s Biographical 
os ¢ Ps 

C. P's Lines are not sufficiently correct. 

_ The Ruins of ‘Paulin’ Zeit shall be looked out, 
and either insérted or- returned. 

5 The Lines of Lord Byron ond Scull are too 
well known. 

The hiut of J. R. J. shall be attended to, and 


; his communication have a place. 


Mundus shall be gratified. 

To Julian. Is not the Bolton he names the 
burial place of Heary Jenkins ? 

The article On the Economy of Spiders though 
highly curious, would be mach too long for us. 

If J. B—e will allow his communieation to 
stand over a few months it will be more season- 
able, and shall riot be: i : 

Georgius Novice is so patient and so kind that 
we, will try to make room for his Verses on, 


Smoking. \ 

‘ A. B's Ode to Contentment is too prosaic. 
Zamiel's. Poem is not a Sonnet. 4 

Errata, p. 399, col. 2, t. 26, for death, read Hfe. 
__P- 391, col. 1,1. 20, for 10 + 12,read 10 % 12. 
Printed and Published A 

148, Strand, (near Somerset ef TB, 

by all Newsmien cat Bookseliers: |. 
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